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Meeting Notes

Wednesday, October 23, 2002

A National Mole Day Celebration

4:30 pm – Granada Hills High School, Room C-5


Participants:

	J. Flint Baumwirt, Granada Hills HS/CSUN MST Magnet
Debbie Bennett, Canoga Park High School
Gary Bowen, El Camino Real High School
David Hinden, Harvard-Westlake

Sandra J. Jewett, CSUN Chemistry Department
Dave Kukla, North Holly HS/Van Nuys MST
	Bill Lee, Granada Hills High School

Jason Min, Van Nuys High School

Barbara Sitzman, Chatsworth High School

Peter Weigand, CSUN Geology Department

Carl Wright, Camarillo High School
Lisa Yiu, Granada Hills High School


Opening:

We welcomed three new participants attending this informal meeting:   David Hinden of Harvard Westlake, Jason Min of Van Nuys High School and Carl Wright of Camarillo High School.

New Business:

· CSUN Call for volunteers for “Tomorrow’s Scientists:”  Dr. Jewett has requested volunteers to help supervise 7th graders in the after school club “Tomorrow’s Scientists” for three chemistry lessons for one or more afternoons.  There are two groups, one meeting Tuesdays, 11/23, 11/29, and 11/26 at 3:30 pm and the other group meeting Thursdays on 11/7, 11/14, and 11/21.  Participation will include demonstrations and supervision of a hands-on activity.  High School student volunteers would also be appreciated.  Contact Dr. Jewett at sandra.jewett@csun.edu.

· AP Student Workshop – Debbie Bennett, Barbara Sitzman and Lisa Yiu will again be discussing and planning for possible Saturday AP Workshops for their students.

Progress Reports:

· Laboratory Safety and Class Size Issues:
Investigation found that the only “law” that applies to restricting laboratory class size is under the jurisdiction of the City of Los Angeles Fire Department.  The outcome of a Fire Code infraction is simply fining the high school.  This will not encourage the District to reduce science classroom enrollment to a number within the recommended number of students in the interest of safety.  The school simply must pay the fine out of their API money.
· Youngstown University Visit:  A short description of a site visit and review of the Youngstown University Master’s in Chemical Education was given by Judie Baumwirt.  There is no institution in California currently offering this MS Option in Chemistry.  The basics of this program, which is designed to be extremely “teacher friendly,” will be presented by the Coordinator, Dr. Stacey Bretz, in the spring to the CSUN School of Science and Math and School of Education Faculty.  More information will be provided at a later date to those who may be interested.


Laboratory Ideas, Contributions and Materials Sharing:

· Thank you to Barbara Sitzman for providing articles and booklets for participants on “Teaching Chemistry to Students with Disabilities: A Manual for High Schools, Colleges and Graduate Programs.”

· Debbie Bennett provided copies of an excellent Mole Day activity “The Mole,” for Honors or AP Chem students which teams students and provides competitive tasks such as “Determine the density of a classmate in g/cm3.  (Soon to be available on our website http://www.csun.edu/chemteach under Mole Day Resources)

· Bill Lee provided demonstrations and hand outs (available upon request) of student activities:  watching water evaporate (applied mole calculations), diamagnetism of graphite, paramagnetism of aluminum and the relative penetration of alpha particles, beta particles and gamma rays through paper, aluminum and lead.
· Judie Baumwirt reviewed and encouraged teachers to access and contribute to the resources available on the Chemistry Teacher Support Group Website.
Ongoing Projects:

· Benchmark Project and New Teacher Laboratory Kits:
Discussion centered on development of  “Benchmark projects” as required by the WASC accreditation at Granada Hills High School and the District’s termed “Lesson Studies.”  In the interest of collaboration and development of the new teacher materials we began discussing last, attendees agreed to begin development of a pH Lesson Study which will include student activities, lessons, labs, assessments and support materials concerning this topic.  Decision to choose pH was made to insure that we could voluntarily implement this lesson next semester.  This will allow us to collect student performance data leading to revision and review of this project prior to providing it for new teachers.  This then, can also be utilized as a ”soon to be required” Benchmark Project or Lesson Study for all teachers.  A variety of forms of assessment will be investigated for inclusion in this project.

· Reactivation of the Southern California Section of the California Association of Chemistry Teachers – Prior contacts to past officers regarding reactivation have not yet given “permission” to reestablish the Southern California Section.  Barbara Sitzman and Judie Baumwirt will continue to explore other professional contacts to continue researching the possibility of starting up annual meetings of the CACT.

Next Meeting:

· The next meeting will be held Wednesday, December 4, 2002 at 4:30 p.m. to 6:00 p.m at Granada Hills High School in Room C-5.   Attendees agreed to have an optional dinner gathering following the meeting at El Presidente Restaurant at Devonshire and Reseda Boulevards.
Future Agenda Items:

· Teacher facilitated student learning – Possible guest speaker regarding other approaches to instruction rather than “direct” instruction.  Participants will be exploring possible speakers.
· Inquiry based activities – Altering lessons and materials to provide inquiry based student learning.
If you have ideas and concerns that may be addressed by providing a guest speaker or presentation in a particular area, please do contact me so that I can attempt to address your needs in our future meetings.   Direct inquiries and suggestions to cts@csun.edu
Meeting notes prepared by J. Flint Baumwirt 10-24-02.  Corrections and additions may be directed to cts@csun.edu.
















