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Napoleon’s Wallpaper Film Notes and Viewer Questionnaire

1. Why was Napoleon confined to the island of St. Helena for the last six years of his life?
_________________________________________________________________________________  Napoleon was the Emperior of France.  Upon surrendering France to England, he was exiled to the island of St. Helena in the South Atlantic.
2. What did Napoleon use the billiard table for in his captive residence on St. Helena? 
_________________________________________________________________________________  Napoleon used the billiard table to state and recreate his past battles.
3. Napoleon began feeling “unwell” shortly after an event that led historians to draw specific conclusions about his death.  What was this event, and what conclusion did they draw from it?
_________________________________________________________________________________  The arrival of a new Governor, Hudson Lowe, marked the turning point in Napoleon’s outward health.  

4. Why did Napoleon have sunken paths installed in his gardens? 
_________________________________________________________________________________   The sunken garden paths allowed Napoleon to avoid being seen by the guards about the property.
5. In the 1960’s, what was analyzed that determined that arsenic might have played a role in Napoleon’s death?  
_________________________________________________________________________________
A lock of Napoleon’s hair was donated for analysis.  The hair determined that his body contained a concentration of arsenic above normal biological levels.
6. What conclusions were drawn at this time? 
_________________________________________________________________________________  Historians of this era concluded that Napoleon had been murdered either by Sir Hudson Lowe or perhaps other household members.    

7. Why was arsenic one of the “favorite poisons of Napoleon’s Day?” 
_________________________________________________________________________________   Arsenic was commonly used as a poison because it was tasteless and in small doses over a long period of time they symptoms of nausea, diarrhea, and convulsions could easily be confused with other illnesses.
8. What two forms of arsenic were described in the film? 
_________________________________________________________________________________   Metallic arsenic is shiny, hard, insoluble and relatively safe.  White arsenic, or arsenic oxide, is soluble and easily used as a poison.
9. What was another common name for white arsenic? 
_________________________________________________________________________________  “Inheritance powder”
10. In 1832, another chemist, James Marsh, devised a better test to analyze arsenic poisoning.  This was later called the “Marsh Test.”  Upon heating with other chemicals what gas was formed with the arsenic in this test?  
_________________________________________________________________________________  Arsenic trihydride    
11. How could one identify positive results utilizing the “Marsh Test?”  What would you see? 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 A shiny deposit of pure arsenic would be seen on the glass tubing if the Marsh Test proved positive for arsenic in the sample tested.  
12. What compound on the wallpaper gave it the green color? 
_________________________________________________________________________________  copper arsenide  

13. What was it about the environment that enabled the wallpaper to prove toxic to the inhabitants?  
_________________________________________________________________________________
The damp atmosphere of the island caused the wallpaper to become moldy thus allowing the copper arsenide to be converted to a toxic vapor.  Dampness and mold caused the wallpaper to become a toxic material.
14. Napoleon suffered from symptoms of illness but during the period of time that he designed and developed the gardens about his captive home the symptoms decreased and nearly ceased.  Why?  
_________________________________________________________________________________
The outside environment of clean air along with less contact with the toxic material in the wallpaper allowed Napoleon to regain his feeling of health and well-being.
15. What did the Napoleon’s autopsy reveal about the actual cause of his death? 
_________________________________________________________________________________  Napoleon’s autopsy revealed that he died of a nearly perforated stomach ulcer and an enlarged liver.
16. Where is Napoleon buried?  
_________________________________________________________________________________
Napoleon was originally buried in Forbit’s Spring on the island of St. Helena however twenty years later he was moved to the Banks of the Seine in France.
17. What scientist is credited with the discovery of the arsenic content of the Wallpaper in Napoleon’s captive quarters on the island of St. Helena? 
_________________________________________________________________________________ Dr. David Jones of Newcastle University.
